
 
Cultural Emergence| Friendship 
Pokémon X & Y: PARENT IMPACT GUIDE 
All ages| 1+ Hours 
 

" - if you're riding the horse, the horse is your ally. So, if you have a monster in your collection, then it's considered good. But if not, 
it's still not considered bad, because it could be your friend one day."  
 
-- Satoshi Tajiri, Founder and Creator, Game Freak Inc and Pokémon 

	  
 
ABOUT Pokémon X & Y 
Pokémon X & Y is the sixth installment of the main Pokémon saga. In this game the player explores the region of Kalos where Pokémon 
and beauty are a big part of pop culture. When the player begins the game, he or she is immediately thrust into becoming a Pokémon 
trainer and friends with a set of people. There is also an evil group called Team Flare who wants to make the world "beautiful" at a deadly 
cost. Through this game the player will learn about the meaning of friendship with both people and Pokémon and how that can differ from 
person to person. For more information, visit: ttp://www.pokemonxy.com/ 
 
THEME FOR THIS GUIDE: Friendship 
Pokémon is a popular children's video game that spawned many games, TV series, and comics about children befriending other children and 
creatures known as Pokémon. In this game the player works with the Pokémon in order to achieve a variety of goals, including befriending 
your Pokémon and becoming the Kalos Pokémon champion. This game has interesting takes on how friendships develop and prompts the 
player to think about the qualities of friendship in Pokémon. Pokémon X & Y puts the player in positions where those themes become even 
more important. Friendship in this game is easy and can happen almost instantaneously upon the first meeting. 
 

HOW TO USE 
THIS GUIDE 

 

Challenge your child to play how interaction with both Pokémon and in-game friends reflect real world friendship in 
our society and other cultures. What are the qualities of friendship that are important? What are the social benefits of 
becoming better friends with others? Do the friendship mechanics of Pokémon X & Y have a basis in the real world 
and how do they differ in different cultures? Use this guide and the Player Impact Guide to become familiar with 
Pokémon X & Y. 

DISCUSS 
THE GAME 

… the gameplay 
• How do characters in the game treat you despite having just moved in? Why do they behave this way? [+1]  
• In what ways does friendship help your Pokémon in battle? What does the game consider to be "increasing 

friendship"? [+2] 
• How does Team Flare seem to interpret friendship? Is this different than your friends in the game? [+3] 

… the game’s impact 
• How is friendship in Pokémon X & Y similar or different to your friendships? [+1] 
• How can understanding differing ideas of friendship help you communicate better with others? Why is this 

important? [+2] 
• Think about friends at school from different backgrounds. Ask them about how friendships are different in 

their culture. What seems similar to how you view friendship? What’s different? [+3] 

INTERACT  
WITH THE 

GAME 

• Have your child pick two game achievements and describe how they were earned and what they mean. [+1] 
• Have your child setup two challenges, and watch as they complete them. [+2] 

  
• Play the game yourself, and complete the "Game Basics" section of the player Impact Guide. [+2] 
• Solve one challenge that your child sets up for you to complete with their help. [+2] 

SHARE  
THE GAME 

 
• Post a positive reflection on the CGI Facebook page: http://facebook.com/gamesandimpact	  [+2] 
• Engage in conversations with other parents about your experience using the guide and playing the game. [+2] 
• Host a “Game Slam” event, using these and other challenge questions you create. [+3] 

 

Family  Chal l enge :  Play Pokémon X & Y with your child and discuss how each of the side characters treats friendship. Make a video 
discussing the friendship styles of the different characters and how they reflect the way friendship happens in the real-world. Post it to 
YouTube, and share the link on the Center for Games & Impact Facebook page at http://facebook.com/gamesandimpact.  

 


