
This initiative will enable each ASU student innovator to thrive in their life pursuits as they integrate the eight design 
aspirations of the New American University to achieve personally meaningful and socially significant impact.

This opportunity is open to all, and can be a 
transformative enhancement to any academic 
program or individual life. By enabling our 
capacity to use knowledge and innovation to 
contribute to personal well-being and the public 
good, participants will be empowered to engage 
personal growth while simultaneously improving 
the economic, social, cultural, and overall health 
of their communities. Throughout the Design 
Aspirations journey, individuals will discover their 
individual passions while they connect with their 
peers and pursue their own growth and impact.

In contrast to programs designed to disseminate 
pre-determined content into the heads of 
students, the goal of this offering is to invite, 
enable, and release the potential that exists 
within everyone to do great things in the world. 
Specifically, we will cultivate growth using 
our My Lifelabs platform, with each aspiration 
being represented as a learning Quest that one 
pursues with support of invested peers. 

My Lifelabs platform is designed to flip learning on its head, 
by starting with the learners’ vision for the impact they 
want to have in the world. This initiative will be implemented 
as one-credit learning experiences where participants engage 
their emerging understanding of particular design aspirations in 
the service of achieving real-world growth and impact around 
an idea or project that they are passionate about. The process 
is inspired through peer stories, supported through carefully 
designed learning challenges and peer championing, and 
culminates in real-world achievements.

Grounded in these core assumptions, Arizona State University 
has become the foundational model for the New American 
University, a new paradigm for public research and education. 
Ranked #1 “most innovative university” by US News and World 
Report, the Design Aspirations represent a significant innovation 
for transforming the mission of any organization. Housed within 
the School for the Future of Innovation in Society and supported 
through Center for Games and Impact platform infrastructure, 
learners will realize these aspirations in their life endeavors 
by leveraging innovative learning technologies, use-inspired 
curriculum, and a supportive community.
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Design 
Aspirations

• Leverage Our Place

• Enable Student 
Success

• Transform Society

• Fuse Intellectual 
Disciplines

• Value 
Entrepreneurship

• Be Socially 
Embedded

• Use-Inspired 
Research

• Engage Globally

New American University

 Design Aspirations to Change the World


